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Haturday, Auzufi 31. 1695. 


Beg the favour of your Charitable Ad- 
vice: 1 ama Young Man, am lately 
fet up, have but a finall ftock, few 
friends, and but little Trading, yetl 
find great Inclinations tomarry, tho 
at the fame time I don’t well know how to maintain a 
Vite. Tam continually perplexed with unruly defires, 
by which I am affraid T fm againft God, tho 1 do what 
L can todivert thefe thoughts; I find them ftill very 
powerful and doubt in time IT may be tempted to go 
beyond, altho I thank God I have hitherto preferved 
my felffrom any unlawful act of that kind. If bae 
mu I doin thts cafe? 
Arfw. We may give you a great deal of good 
\vice, and bid you avoid temptations, faft and pray, 
¢. But that has not always been found powerful 


enough to caftout this Devil, where it is fo, ‘tis very 
happy fince it prevents many inconveniencies which 
perions bring upon themielves, by precipitate Marry- 
ages: And if you can find that means fuihcient ‘twill 
be much the beft, if not you muff marry with all con- 
venient haft; perhaps, you may geta wife that can 
add fo much to your ftock, as may put you ina better 


way of living, but if you can’t do that, you muft get 
one will help by her own induftry, or at leatt be con- 
ent with your circumftances whatever they be, 

Ve have feveral querifts under the fame unhappy 
circumftances, whom we refer to this an{wer. 

Queft. 2. Jam a young man, and take agreas delight 
in reading, bur the badnefs of my memory takes off 4 
great part of my pleafure, Which otherwije, 7 think would 
acerue to me from it, whereby I am almoft difcouraged 
from the profecution of my delight, and which is the more 
anxomented by my meeting with fome of my acquaintance, 
mho having many times read the fame thing as 1 have done 
and perbaps not [0 lately neither + yet they can repeat many 
Vaflipes with great fluency: Now Gentlemen,my Memory 
fin jenlible you nor my felf can’t make better, bus what I 
defire of you is, to give me forse (hort rules which may be 
for my government tn reading, and perbaps may Jomerbing 
belp my memory, 

Aniw. Endeavour to underftand well what you read, 
and read the fame things very often:don’t meddle with 
any thing of a diftinét tubjeét before you have well di- 
sefted one, and uf> your felf to repeat and talk much 
of what you read, and this method ur any thing can, 
will be very helptulto you. 

Queft. 3. Jf 1 receive an injury from any min, upon 
bis repentance and Jubm i{fion, I acknowledge my felf by the 
Law of God obliged to forgive kim, Bur then as to the 
performance of thw Duty of Forpivenc{s, J find in my elf 
thefe doubts, Whether the forgivmg of dn injwy, does in 
a Scripture fence imply an abjolute forgetting tt. And if 
I do forgive, am I by any expre/s or pofitive Law in the 
Gofpel obliged fo far 0 forget, as never to mention the it 
jury any more ¢ Suppofing tt 10 ve fuch, as may very prova- 

ly by the fame offender be offered soother People,or at leaft 
if Ibave juft fufpitions from my knowledge of the man, ¥0 
imagin shat the like may be ag ain offered, U bether, J fay, 
1 am not then rather obliged to mention the injury (tho J do 
forgive him) (and to ufe the Scripture Phrafe) 10 note that 
man, that others by my example my avoil bis Convers 
fation. ‘ 
Anfw, We are not required wholly to forget it, 
fince that.can‘t be done without the deftroving, of our 
faculties, and may abfolutely be faid not to be in our 
power, burt the injury muft never be remembered 
with any Malice or Regret ; Confequently -never to 
mention itto the prejudice of the offending patty, or 
where it may have any ill effeéts. Yet, 1 the guilty 
perfon be fuch an one, as wou d only M ant he age 
Unity to injure any man,it alters the caicy anc We Ought 


fae the g ~~ ; P ; 
for the good of others, but not out of private re 
} 


venge, to duicover what he is, 
2 deft. 4. J know jome perfons have believed, that by 
the paracle of Lazarus andthe wicked Rich Man, our Si- 


vt yér defencd to reprefent kim/elf and the Jows, but J don’t 
Jee which way the compartjon can bold, and defre you tf 
Jou kave read what has been [aid upon it, that you wou'd 
kive us fome fhort account on’t. 

4rjw. Some learned Men indeed have thought that 
by this parable, our-bleffed Lord intended to fignity 
fom. thing of his own State upon Earth, and that. ot 
the Jews at that time, and we'll leaye everyone to 
Judge with how much probability. Thev fay chat 
Dives repretented the Fews, and particularly the 
Proud, Ambitious, and Covetous Pharifees ; Lazarus, 
Jelus Chritt; tho the whole defign of the parable was 
CO reproach the qi ws with the contempt they fhew'd 
to Mo/es, the Prophets, and their doétrine, by making 
the main buiinelS of their falvation to coniift in cere- 
monies, an external and pompous worthip, whilft 
they rejected the M fish, becaufe he appeared under 
theform of a poor Mari like Lazarus. Which opi- 
nion they endeavour to confirm, by the whole fequel 
of thedifcourfe, and by the Etimology of the word 
Lagerus, Which they derive from the Hebrew ward, 
“WIN Kleazar which may be underftood God my help. 
The crumbs which tell from the rich mans table, were 
the poor and detpicable among ft the Jews, whole fal- 
vation was paffionately wifhct by the Saviour of the 
Work: And the Dogs which licked the wounds of 
Lazarus, were the Gentiles who embraced the Gofpel. 
Lazarus and the rich man dyed, 4 *rujalem was taken 
and fackt. They {ay no meéntien is made of the Sea 
pulchre of Lazeras, becaule thet déath of Jefus Chrift 
was fo far from ifjuring his doffrine, chit it wasa 
means ta {pread it through the whole world. But 


that it is exprefly faid chat the HPA me. was buried, 
which an{wers to the u ter deftrnétion © he republick 
ofthe Fews, fince which time that 1 in has always 
been ftrangers and vagabonds, alwa..ahappy and 
perfecuted: They hoped to have fife up their heads 


under the empire of Adrian, but woftead of ieflering 
their affli¢tions they did but encreate them. And they 
fay the reafon why Abraham {ent the Perms to Moles 
and the Prophets, was becaule twas chiefly after the 
time of Adrian that they were fo prejudiced in favour 
of (raditions, having about that time co.apofed the 
Talmud, that they equall’d, nay, even prcterred them 
to the holy Seripture, - 

Queft. 5. Inthe Ebionites Gofpel, which ¢s called the 
Gojpel according to the Hebrews, why are thofe verfes 
inthe 19 of St. Mat. concerning the young man changed 
after this manner ; A rich man [std unto him, Mafter what 
good thing muft I do to gain life? Fefus anfwered him, 
Man, obey the Law and the Prophets, be replyed J bave 
done it, Fefus faid unto him go and [ell all which thou baft, 
divide it among {t the poor, and after that come and follow 
me, Wpon which the rich man began to fhate his bead, not 
thinking the advice good; Jeji:s fatd unto bim agiin bow 
[aft thou Tbtve fulfilled the Law and the Prophets, fince 
it xs written inthe Law, thou fhal: love thy Neighbour as 
thy felf, and there is many of thy brethren the Children of 
Abraham, whe are but il cloathed, and ready to dye with 
hunger, whilji thy boufe  fullof good, and thou dol? no- 
thing towards therelieving of them, Then turning himjelf 
tomards Simon bye Difciple who was fiiting near bimy Si 
mon Sonof Yohannes, fays be, it is more-eafy for 4 Came 
mel to vo thrcuok the Eye of a Needle, than for a rich 
Man to exter into the K ingdom of Heaven, 

Anfw. The reafon why Ebton made this change jg 
thefe verfes, making our Saviour merely a commenta- 
for upon the Lawywas becaute he did not believe Jefyg 
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